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in the outside festival Puppet Slovany on 4th June

Kusunoki Tsubame
(Nagano, Japan)

"I will perform in English.
Feel free to come!”

He is the president of the Japan
Center of the Union International de
la Marionette, a fun-loving uncle who
can make hundreds of Japanese
children laugh with his shoul-
der-mounted bird sidekick. His
technique is called "kata-gake”
(shoulder-suspended theater), a
traditional puppetry that has been
seen in Japan since the Muromachi
period (15-16C). The work shown here
is a humorous reworking of the
well-known Japanese folk tale
"Nezumi no Sumo” (Sumo of Mice).
He lives in Nagano, where the famous
ice hockey game took place.

Hachioji Kuruma Ningyo
(Tokyo, Japan)
"Please come see the
traditional Japanese
one-man puppet show!”

It is a special type of puppet theater
that originated at the end of the Edo
period (19C), in which the puppeteer
performs the puppets on a small
wooden car. Bunraku requires three
puppeteers to move a single puppet,
but Kuruma Ningyo has a superb
structure that allows one person to
perform the show by connecting the
puppet to the performer's body from
head to toe. The current master Mr.
Koryu is the fifth generation, and his

DEKU: An old Japanese word for a puppet.

NIPPO: Daily report.
| |

25-year-old son is already attracting
attention for his graceful perfor-
mance. The shows are "Hidakagawa,"
first performed in 1759 as a Bunraku
play, and Koizumi Yakumo's ghost
story (1904) based on the legend of
"Yuki-onna" (snow woman) . This is a
rare opportunity in the Czech Repub-
lic to have live shamisen and tayu
music and puppeteers together.

I: Miyako Kurotani
(Tokyo, Japan)

"l am a Japanese contemporary
independent puppeteer, and |
have created a work based on my
long association with life-size
puppet. | hope you will enjoy the
diversity of Japanese puppet
theater at this festival.”

Miyako Kurotani is one of the most
highly acclaimed Japanese puppe-
teers internationally, with a unique
style that evokes the roots of butoh
dance. In Japan, only men are allowed
to perform in the national Bunraku
puppet theater, but Miyako, who was
still a "bunraku girl,” has had a strong
desire to become a puppeteer since
childhood. She studied at the Drak
Theater in the 1990s under the
renowned Czech director Josef Krofta
and artist Petr Matasek. The show
""Hatenashi"” is a beautiful fusion of the
two worlds of traditional Japanese
puppet theater and modern Western
puppet theater. The relationship
between the puppeteer and the
life-size puppet of Kurotani as a

young girl changes from one to the
other in a dazzling manner. The play is
one of the masterpieces of the latter
half of his 40-plus years of career,
expressing her love and conflict with
the puppets with whom she has
shared her hardships and joys.

Marionette MINOMUSHI
(Kyoto, Japan)

"We are a marionette company
with traditional Japanese tech-
niques, yet we create fun and
interesting pieces for modern
audience. Enjoy!"”

The company was established in 1975
and continues to produce puppet
shows that are fun and friendly even
for children, while maintaining the
advanced techniques of traditional
Japanese marionette. Mr. limuro, the
leader of the troupe, is a former
member of the Takeda-za, a tradition-
al Japanese marionette theater
established in the 17th century. He is
currently known as one of the best
marionettist in Japan. He is also a
puppet designer, and all of the
puppets he uses are his own creation.
The show for the festival is the story
of "lwami Jutaro,” a legendary
character who is said to have lived in
the 16th and 17th centuries. He was a
swordsman who beat up both bad
guys and monsters, and plays featur-
ing him were performed in Japan until
the beginning of the 20th century. For
the audience in Plzen, the entire play
will be performed in Czech!
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Miyako Kurotani - Hatenashi (Endless Love)
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©14:00, at Puppet museum  Amsitgmse
Kusunoki Tsubame - Mysi sumo/Mouse Sumo
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Koryu Nishikawa - Hidakagawa (Hidaka River)
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Koryu Nishikawa - Yuki Onna (Snow Woman)
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Recommended
Japanese Heart Land [KIRIN]
pilsner This Beer is made from 100% malt and

hops. In short, only malt, hops and
water, very simple!! The beer is in a
beautiful emerald green embossed
logo bottle. The bottles look and taste

beers

=F:N7) so much nicer than lager beer bottles
BTTH (Many lager beer bottles are looks old
EILRF— man.) You can buy this beer in

supermarkets.
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illustration by Ryoko

250 g— edamame (green soybeans)
Salt—40g salt per 1L water)

1) Rub the amount of salt into the raw edamame.
2) Put the edamame into boiling water with salt.
3) When the water comes to a boil again,

lower the heat slightly and simmer for 5 minutes.

TODAY’S JAPANESE LESSON

SHOBXERE

Let’s go see a puppet show

YOKO
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Researcher of puppet theater. Work for Tokyo
University of the Arts and Puppet Theatre PUKQ
Recently | read essays by an Okinawan poet Baku
Yamanouchi and listen to an Okinawan band BEGIN
and cry a lot.This year is the 50th anniversary of

| the reversion of Okinawa to Japan from the US.
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Ningyo geki mini ik yo!

AN ECEOYH

18 CGRILISX L TiE40g) DTEHHYI

4) Done!
DHBOEEEDKEIEIAD
_ B LEBBIIREEEIEAND
1= 2509 EHHLESHLAEBHTENED

EELRDO WAALBALZINER T — Ty o %E>TET,
PUNK&DIYERTEIATHITEEXT,

She is a Japanese spatial designer. She teach
exhibition design at an art university.

She also run a risograph printing studio called
Hand Saw Press and make zines and art books
with various artists. She values everyday

the PUNK & D.LY. spirits.
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He is a graphic designer. He teaches graphic design
at an art university and a design academy.

He also takes pictures and videos.

He and Yoko and Ryoko have been working
together for the last five years.




